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22nd February 2017 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians 

 

It was a pleasure to welcome the pupils back to School on Monday from the well-deserved half term 

break.  It heralds the moment when the academic tempo really begins to rise in earnest to ensure that 

all examination groups are prepared for public examinations in the near future.  Sixth Form pupils have 

all been sitting mock examinations, which will provide valuable data and identify areas for attention as 

revision begins to become more focused and specific. 

 

It was clear in the demeanour of the pupils on Monday morning that they have returned from the break 

with a clear commitment to do their best in the weeks ahead.  If you have any concerns regarding 

academic matters, they will typically be managed by your son or daughter’s tutor but it would be most 

helpful if you could ensure that any communication is through their Houseparent in the first instance. 

 

There was plenty to celebrate in assembly at the start of the week.  During the half term break Jude 

Wynter won the prestigious Bromsgrove Young Musicians’ Platform Competition and we heard news 

that Siena Horton secured a silver medal in the English Alpine Ski-ing Championships. 

 

A good number of our CCF cadets braved some wintery conditions in Snowdonia on their training 

expedition during the half term and there was more success for our swimmers whose U18 girls’ team 

won the Abingdon Sprints. 

 

You will probably know that many of our students work hard to complete independent, high level 

research projects through the EPQ programme.  One student, Funbi Akinsanya, took her work on the 

issues relating to Female Genital Mutilation to the next level by giving a talk to staff and pupils on this 

emotive and important subject.  It is to her credit that she spoke with such clarity and conviction on 

such a challenging theme and in doing so, she has set a fine example to other pupils. 

 

Following the Informal Concert prior to the break, we have more music in store this week.  On Friday, 

24th February, a special day of chamber music coaching will culminate in a concert in the Chapel at 

4.30pm.  You would be most welcome to join us. 

 

I took time to remind the pupils who leave the campus at the end of the day that they must travel in 

uniform rather than kit.  I hope that you will be able to offer your support in ensuring that they travel in 

suitable attire.  I know that the discovery of uniform crumpled in a bag on a School morning is 

undesirable for all parents.  We are also intent on ensuring that the pupils continue to present the best 

possible image of themselves, and the School, as they travel through the local community.  

Occasionally, it makes sense for travel in kit but this must be by permission.  Please make contact with 

Houseparents in the first instance to take their advice. 
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The new half term has started at high speed and we will soon be in the midst of the public 

examinations.  We have high hopes for our examination groups this year and we will continue to work 

hard to bring the best out of the pupils in the weeks ahead. 

 

Best wishes 

 
 

Jeremy Hallows 

Head of Senior School 

 

Please note – the date of the next Parents’ Association Liaison Meeting is Thursday 16th March.  

 


